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particularly enthusiastic about the scheme But
speaking as the mouthpiece of the Secretary of
State he said that no objection would be raised
by the India Office.
This was one barrier out of the way. Audit
might have been insuperable. For a previous
Secretary of State had raised objections to Eng-
lishmen travelling in Tibet. He held the view
that travellers caused trouble and should be dis-
couraged.
To remove the next barrier Colonel Howard
Bury was dispatched to India. He was an officer
of the 60th Rifles who after service in the Great
War had just retired. Before the War he had
served in India and been on shooting expeditions
in the Himalaya. And being interested in the
Everest project put himself at the disposal of the
Royal Geographical Society. He proved an ex-
cellent ambassador. He inspired Lord Chclmsford,
the Viceroy, and Lord Rawlinson, the Commander-
in-Chief, with enthusiasm for the idea, and he
got a promise of their support if the local agent,
Mr. Bell, should think the Tibetans would raise
no objection. Colonel Howard Bury then pro-
ceeded to Sikkim and saw Mr. Bell and got him
also interested. And, fortunately, Mr. (now Sir
Charles) Bell had great influence with the Tibetans.
The result was that by the end of 1920 news came
to London that the Tibetan Government had
granted permission for an Expedition to proceed
to Mount Everest in the following year.